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Understanding Animal Behavior

Ma n a g e m e n t He a lt h

Be h a vio r



Influences of 
Behavior

• Developed through play/social contact

• Environmental and genetic factors

• Sex, breed, physiological status, etc.



What is animal 
welfare?

How do we 
measure animal 

welfare?



Exp re s s  n o rm a l 
b e h a vio r

Fe a r  a n d  d is t re s s

Th irs t , h u n g e r  
a n d  m a ln u t r it io n

Dis c o m fo rt  d u e  
t o  e n viro n m e n t

P a in , in ju ry 
a n d  d is e a s e

The 5 
Freedoms



How does 
stress work?



Acute Stress
• Fight or flight
• Hormone or behavior related

Chronic Stress
• Long term
• Altered performance
• Pathological consequences (generation 

impact)



What does stress do to livestoc
•Low birth BW

•↑ death loss

•↓ health

•↓ feed efficiency

•↓ body composition

•↓ carcass wts

•↓ carcass merit



movement of neck

stress (i.e. pressure on neck)

mortality rates

grazing behavior/selection

We don't want:









• Cattle body condition score will fluctuate
⚬ BW +/- 150  lb s  wit h in  2 - 3 m o

• Cat t le  will go  t o  wat e r
⚬ Most  co lla rs  lo s t  a round  wat e r t roughs

• Cat t le  will wa lk while  t he y graze
⚬ Trip p ing? Hooking?

What we know...





Food for thought:
• Understanding Acute vs. 

Chronic stress impact

• Management decisions

• You don’t have to “keep 
up with Joneses”
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