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VF Cost Considerations



Things to consider:

Traditional fence 

1. Land-based
2. Upfront cost
3. It works, and will for a long time
4. Has other benefits

a. Boundary marker
b. Keeps varmints out

Virtual fence

1. Animal-based
2. Upfront cost + on-going cost
3. It mostly works

a. Its shades of grey
b. It will become obsolete

4. Not maintenance-free
a. Daily management
b. Collar maintenance
c. Base stations



In the chat:

1. # acres
2. # cows
3. Cost per mile to build 5-wire fence



VF brands



https://www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/species/cattle/vence

● Collars - ~$55 lease per year
● Base stations - ~$12,000 each
● Accessories: replacement batteries ~$15

VF brands - Vence

https://www.merck-animal-health-usa.com/species/cattle/vence


VF brands - NoFence

https://www.nofence.no/en-us/

● Collars - ~$250-350 each
○ $30 to $50 service per year

● Base stations - NA
● Accessories: 

○ Replacement batteries ~$90
○ Battery charger ~$60
○ Beacons - $22
○ Misc accessories/parts

*Have sheep/goat collars

https://www.nofence.no/en-us/








VF brands - Gallagher eShepherd

https://am.gallagher.com/en-US/new-products/eShepherd

● Collars - ~$250-350 each
○ $18 to $24 service per year

● Base stations - $5000
● Accessories: 

○ ?

https://am.gallagher.com/en-US/new-products/eShepherd


VF brands - Halter

https://www.halterhq.com/en-us/beef

● Collars
○ $66 service per year

● Base stations - $4500
● Accessories: 

○ ?
● They ask for a 36 month commitment

https://www.halterhq.com/en-us/beef


VF cost analyzer     (This is a ShinyApp)

https://reuter.shinyapps.io/vfcostr/

https://reuter.shinyapps.io/vfcostr/


New version demo

http://127.0.0.1:3627/

http://127.0.0.1:3627/
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Dana L. Hoag*, Ryan Reuter, Daniel F. Mooney, Jeff Vitale, John Ritten, Nathan DeLay, Paul H. Evangelista and Anthony 
Vorster. 2025. The economic fundamentals of virtual fencing compared to traditional fencing. Rangelands. IN PRESS.
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Who should adopt VF right now?

● Enjoy new technology
● Low stocking rate
● High fence construction cost
● Need to exclude irregular/temporary areas
● Can tolerate some fence failure
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