H.E. Mr Enkhbayar Jamdamba
Minister of Food, Agriculture and Light Industry of Mongolia (MoFALI)
13381 Governmental Building 9th, Peace Avenue 16a
Bayanzurkh District, Ulaanbaatar, Mongolia
Your Excellency,
On behalf of the Pakistan Drylands Knowledge Network (PDKN), hosted by the Department of Geography at Lahore College for Women University (LCWU), Pakistan, we are pleased to express our support for the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists (IYRP 2026), proposed by the Government of Mongolia and designated by the United Nations.
PDKN is a newly established academic platform that aims to foster collaboration and knowledge exchange among researchers, students, and practitioners working on dryland ecosystems, rangelands, desertification, and sustainable land management in Pakistan. The network seeks to connect Pakistani scholars with regional and global discussions on dryland sustainability and rangeland stewardship.
The International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists is highly relevant to Pakistan, where extensive dryland and rangeland landscapes support rural livelihoods, biodiversity, and pastoral systems but face growing pressures from climate change and land degradation. IYRP 2026 provides an important opportunity to strengthen awareness, research collaboration, and dialogue on sustainable rangeland management.
As part of our contribution to IYRP 2026, PDKN intends to organize academic activities such as drylands research seminars, student research discussions, workshops on dryland research methods, and collaborative dialogues on rangeland sustainability. These activities will help engage emerging researchers and promote knowledge exchange on dryland and pastoral systems.
As a new academic network, our contribution will primarily be through in-kind support, including faculty expertise, research dialogue platforms, and academic outreach. We also hope to develop collaborative research partnerships and initiatives aligned with the objectives of IYRP 2026.
We appreciate the leadership of the Government of Mongolia in advancing this important global initiative and look forward to contributing to the collective efforts supporting the International Year of Rangelands and Pastoralists.
Sincerely,
Dr. Nausheen Mazhar
Chairperson & Associate Professor,
Geography Department,
Head, International Resource Center (IRC), DFDI
Lahore College for Women University, Lahore
PhD Geography & Post Doc, PU
Fellowship, University of Leeds, UK
Contact no. 042-99203801-09 (291)
nausheen.mazhar@lcwu.edu.pk
https://www.lcwu.edu.pk/nausheen-mazhar.html
