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A REPORT ON THE REVIEW OF THE WESTERN DIVISION OF NEW SOUTH WALES
John Kerin
PO Box 3, Garran ACT 2605

The paper relates entirely to recommendations made by the author following a Review of the Western
Division of NSW as commissioned by the Hon. Richard Amery, Minister for Agriculture and Land and
Water Conservation.

The Terms of Reference addressed the sustainable management requirements for economic, social and
environmental outcomes. They were specifically directed to the effectiveness and operation of the
existing Western Lands and associated Acts, issues impacting on desirable outcomes and actions to
implement more sustainable management and use of the western lands resources.

While we yet have much to learn about rangeland condition and management, actions for improvement
remediation and care lag behind our depth of knowledge and understanding of landscape processes.
Tenure of most of the land is by perpetual leasehold title with grazing the predominant activity.

While some laws and regulations are no longer relevant or are ignored, more contemporary Acts and
regulations to carry out sensible and relevant policies involving the Western Division sometimes lack
resources, expertise and Agency coordination. Private organisations, Local Government and many
consultative bodies established by government either lobby for particular needs or are under-resourced or
are not sufficiently empowered. The bi-cultural nature of the people of the Division can best be addressed
by a whole of government approach and negotiation — this includes dealing with Native Title claims
which cover most of the Division.

The current economic, if not political fad, of the society’s powers that be is that markets should prevail
and determine outcomes, and that governments should marginalise themselves so that the private sector,
individuals and shareholders thrive and thereby enhance the general good of the economy. Greater
flexibility is needed in land use decisions but on the basis of land capability. Markets tend to fail when
dealing with fragile natural systems and ecological processes.

People, all people, need to be recognised as having the capacity to resolve many issues. Land
management ( the role of leaseholders ) and land administrators ( the role of public and private sector
organisations ) should not be considered as unlinked activities.

More sustainable management and better administration of the Division is not beyond the wit of man.
Both need to involve land users in these activities with better co-ordinated government agencies acting
more as information providers and monitors. While the Western Lands Act could be repealed to be
replaced with a Western Division Resource Act (to identify the essential characteristics of the Division )
other State-wide laws should prevail e.g. Native Vegetation and Conservation Act. It is seen that there
should be ongoing input from researchers to assist decision making by three geographically based
Comuuittees of land users and stakeholders.
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