
PROCEEDINGS OF THE AUSTRALIAN RANGELAND SOCIETY
BIENNIAL CONFERENCE

Official publication of The Australian Rangeland Society

Copyright and Photocopying

© The Australian Rangeland Society 2012. All rights reserved.

For non -personal use, no part of this item may be reproduced, stored in a retrieval
system, or transmitted in any form or by any means, electronic, mechanical,
photocopying, recording, or otherwise, without prior permission of the Australian
Rangeland Society and of the author (or the organisation they work or have worked
for). Permission of the Australian Rangeland Society for photocopying of articles for
non -personal use may be obtained from the Secretary who can be contacted at the
email address, rangelands.exec @gmail.com

For personal use, temporary copies necessary to browse this site on screen may be
made and a single copy of an article may be downloaded or printed for research or
personal use, but no changes are to be made to any of the material. This copyright
notice is not to be removed from the front of the article.

All efforts have been made by the Australian Rangeland Society to contact the
authors. If you believe your copyright has been breached please notify us immediately
and we will remove the offending material from our website.

Form of Reference
The reference for this article should be in this general form;
Author family name, initials (year). Title. In: Proceedings of the nth Australian
Rangeland Society Biennial Conference. Pages. (Australian Rangeland Society:
Australia).
For example:
Anderson, L., van Klinken, R. D., and Shepherd, D. (2008). Aerially surveying
Mesquite (Prosopis spp.) in the Pilbara. In: `A Climate of Change in the Rangelands.
Proceedings of the 15`h Australian Rangeland Society Biennial Conference'. (Ed. D.
Orr) 4 pages. (Australian Rangeland Society: Australia).

Disclaimer
The Australian Rangeland Society and Editors cannot be held responsible for errors or
any consequences arising from the use of information obtained in this article or in the
Proceedings of the Australian Rangeland Society Biennial Conferences. The views
and opinions expressed do not necessarily reflect those of the Australian Rangeland
Society and Editors, neither does the publication of advertisements constitute any
endorsement by the Australian Rangeland Society and Editors of the products
advertised.

fie cljulhacCin c.Ran9Eranct cSociEty



THE IMPORTANCE OF PASTORALISTS' ATTITUDES
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INTRODUCTION

Conflicts over natural resource use are often focussed more on personal values than on facts. We
therefore need a clear understanding of the values, goals and expectations of interest groups such as
pastoralists.

Interest groups also need to recognise and appreciate the values, goals and expectations of each other
if they are to have meaningful dialogue.

The importance of understanding the value system of pastoralists is reinforced by observations that
primary production is both a way of life and business activity. Consequently, policies directed at
influencing the behaviour of primary producers must address those business and personal objectives.

THE METHOD

Eighty-seven pastoral members of the South Australian Farmers Federation were selected at random
in late 1993 for a questionnaire survey. Sixty-seven responses were obtained (i.e. 77% response rate).

The survey compared the value orientations of South Australian pastoralists with those of west
Queensland and compared their attitude to the environment with that of Australian primary producers
in general.

Their perceptions of the future were also gathered.

RESULTS

The attitudes of South Australian pastoralists were very consistent with those of pastoralists in west
Queensland and of Australian primary producers in general.

Most variations of view related to the strength of a view rather than the view itself.

They are a very cohesive group with a strong sense of identity and self -worth. They are very conscious
of their role, not only as producers, but as custodians of the land. They have a strong affinity with the
landscape, which helps them manage the land and its resources.

Great value is placed on their independence and they identify strongly with their distinctive, challenging
environment and their way of life.

Instances where they had different views to that of primary producers in general were:

Stronger affinity with their way of life, considering that it provides some compensation for times
when earning a living is difficult.

That the condition of their land was now better than in years gone by and that only relatively
minor degradation was now occurring.
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DISCUSSION

There are three key points arising from this research.

Firstly, government or other interest groups wishing to influence the behaviour of pastoralists need to
recognise their value system, particularly their close alignment with the environment, and their
individual role within the closely -knit local community.

These perspectives and their individual business objectives must be accommodated in order to gain
the support of the industry for any proposals.

On the other hand, people in the industry must note that the independence and individualism which
has been one of their major strengths in the past, may limit their ability to deal with an increasingly
complex social agenda which is developing around them.

In the same way that other interest groups need to understand the values and perspectives of pastoralists,
pastoralists will also have to endeavour to understand and accommodate the aspirations of interest
groups and governments.

A third key point relates to perceptions of the environment. More information is required to quantify
the accuracy of the industry's observations that the land is improving in condition and that only
relatively minor degradation is now occurring. This is not a view which is promoted by other interest
groups.

Science has a role to play in providing information which can be jointly viewed by pastoral and other
groups, hopefully, in a forum which promotes the better understanding of each other's values and
aspirations, as well as a better understanding of the true nature of the land.
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