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A COMPARISON OF THE LAND ACTS OF AUSTRALIA

M. D. Young and A. K. Little

CSIRO Division of Land Resources Management, Deniliquin, N.S.W.

At the CSIRO Division of Land Resources Management, Deniliquin, a project
to identify the impact of economic, administrative, and social influences on
rangeland management has begun. This paper reports some initial observations
from a comparison of the Land Acts relevant to arid Australia. The relevant
Acts are:

5 Crown Lands Ordinance 1931-1975, N.T.
. Land Acts 1936-1975, Qld.

. Land Act 1933, W.A.

5 Pastoral Act 1936-1976, S.A.

. Western Lands Act 1901, N.S.W.

These Acts of Parliament set up five administrative bodies who are responsible
for the administration of all Crown Land in arid Australia. Only 17 of the
arid lands of Australia have been alienated and are no longer Crown Lands.

Table 1 indicates the nature of the administrative bodies.

All States have established related Boards, Committees and Courts to
assist the main administrative body (see Table 2).

All States divide the area for which they are responsible into a number
of administrative regions (see Fig. 1). Table 3 gives an indication of the
average number of stations per region.

Stations in the arid zone lease land from the Crown. The many forms of
lease available in each State are listed in Table 4. Some leases are subject
to area restrictions and all are subject to rental assessment. The type of
lease with the smallest maximum area in each State is listed in Table 5.

The effect of these different administrative systems on the land resource
is being investigated. Fig. 2 indicates the number of stations that lie on
either side of the borders of each State. The causes and effects of these
differences have not been identified. Obviously a great deal of the cause can
be attributed to periods of closer settlement.



There appears to be
no significant difference between the Northern Territory, South
Australia and Western Australia;

a very significant difference between the Northern Territory and
Queensland;

a very significant difference between New South Wales and South
Australia inside the dog fence;

no significant difference between New South Wales and Queensland;

a significant difference between the Central and Western Division
of New South Wales.
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Fig. 1. Land Administrative Regions in the Arid Zone of Australia
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