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SCRAPIE - Overview

What is scrapie and why is it important

Where we are now

Why / Who - Where Hawaii fits in all this 

How – Getting & submitting samples

Traceability & QO 109-A

Questions?



SCRAPIE – Huh?
Susceptible sheep and goats are typically 

infected as young lambs or kids through 
contact with the infected placenta and birth 
fluids from infected females – not necessarily 
mother to offspring.

 Incubation period typically 2-to-5 years. 

Always fatal – no treatment or vaccine.

Males become infected but don’t transmit 
disease



SCRAPIE
Where are we now?



SCRAPIE – How it all began
First case of scrapie in the United States 

(U.S.) was in 1947.

Today’s Scrapie eradication program 2005

First case of Nor98-like scrapie in U.S. was 
confirmed in February 2007.

First goat found in 2002, total of 41 cases

Major changes to program in 2013-14

Only Australia and New Zealand are 
recognized as “Scrapie Free” by the U.S.

* As of September 30, 2017. There were no new infected or source flocks in FY 2017.

(Chart 4)

Infected and Source Flocks 
New Statuses by Year - Fiscal Years 1997 to 2017*
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SCRAPIE – Sampling
Post-mortem

Whole head submissions can go to the 
Remington facility.

Use provided shippers and supplies, 
submission form (On-farm), return postage 
slip.  

If no tag, apply one** but be sure animal is 
traceable!!!



SCRAPIE – Sampling
Live Animal

3rd eyelid biopsy 

Rectal biopsy 
(preferred)



SCRAPIE – Rectal Biopsy

http://www.bergamascosbabydollbrigade.com/Forms/Ramalt%20Instructions.pdf



SCRAPIE – ID requirements & 
traceability



If it leaves your farm,
TAG IT!

 Hawaii is rewriting our administrative rules and will be 
replacing our quarantine order with required 
identification.

 Exceptions to identification will be limited to animals
going direct to slaughter (NO change of ownership).

 Sheep & Goats will both need to be officially identified
to farm of origin. DC-44’s will need to be issued.



National Scrapie ID flowchart



SCRAPIE – What is “official” ID?
USDA approved or provided ear tags – Look for 
shield 

Registry Tattoos and EIDs - registration certificate 
required, only 840 EID’s this includes 840 
microchips.  No other microchips allowed after 2015

Other tattoo’s - Flock ID (state or national) with 
individual animal number

Official back tags for animals moving directly from 
their current location to slaughter – N/A in HI



Scrapie ID 
continued

 Official ID tags ALWAYS have a U.S. shield

 Official ID, including microchips have a unique number
that are regulated by USDA. This helps trace animal
movements.

 http://usanimalid.com/idmethod.htm

 http://www.eradicatescrapie.org/State%20ID%20Requirem
ents.html
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http://usanimalid.com/idmethod.htm
http://www.eradicatescrapie.org/State%20ID%20Requirements.html


SCRAPIE – Tattoos



Can sheep & goats be moved 
INTRAstate without official ID?

States determine intrastate requirements; 
however, all States must implement intrastate 
ID to be a consistent state.

If an animal has changed hands INTRA state 
and it cannot be identified to its flock of 
origin and in some cases birth, it cannot be 
moved INTER state except as allowed in CFR 
79.6.



So what is CFR 79.6?

CFR 79.6 allows states to exempt certain 
classes of animals from intrastate ID IF;

scrapie has not been identified in the state 
and no exposed flock exists in the state. 

commercial goats

commercial white faced sheep

commercial hair sheep



SAMPLING GOALS FY 20

Sheep – 105  (99)

Goats – 40  (4)
( ) = obtained as of 9/14/20



SCRAPIE – Questions?


